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sation then in progress, and roll out in a deep voice, with an exaggerated
accent, the opening sentences of the lecture next to be delivered, making
us all laugh at his comic distaste for the performance.17

Thackeray's favorites among his new friends were Mrs. Baxter,
Lucy, and Sally. Mrs. Baxter was a pretty, tender, sympathetic
woman, whom Thackeray likened to Lady Castlewood. He talked
and wrote to her almost as to his own mother, for her ready affec-
tion, her humor, and her fondness for gossip made her an excellent
correspondent. Lucy was a simple, fresh, unaffected girl of sixteen,
who kept his own daughters always present in Thackeray's mind.
To her he wrote a series of playful, confidential letters, dealing, it
is true, with nothing very weighty, yet very pleasant and human.

But from the first it was Sally in whom Thackeray was most
interested. Indeed, without the incentive of seeing her, he would
perhaps not have made the frequent visits to the Brown House
during which he grew fond of Mrs. Baxter and of Lucy. She was a
clever, thoughtful, rather melancholy girl, whose occasional per-
versities of mood only added to her charm. He thought her aston-
ishingly like Beatrix Esmond and fell in love with her almost at
once. But his feeling for her was quite dissimilar to the passion he
had lavished on Mrs. Brookfield. If he still liked to deal in the
small change of love, his education sentimentale was over. He was
forty-one and looked ten years older; Sally was not yet twenty.
His affection for her was a rigidly controlled thing, which he was
careful to mask by posing as an elderly, paternal person. There
can be no doubt, moreover, that he cultivated this last love in the
hope that it might sever permanently the cords that bound him to
Mrs. Brookfield. "11 y a un moment dans les separations," writes
Flaubert, "ou la personne aimee n'est deja plus avec nous." This
moment appears to have come for Thackeray during the first weeks
of his association with Sally Baxter.

When Thackeray wrote The Newcomes, his recollections of
Miss Baxter and the letters he continued to receive from her after
he returned to England played a large part in the creation of Ethel
Newcome, the most attractive of his heroines. He had only to

17 American Family, pp. 3-4.